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• Policy: The European Union  
should substantially reform its 
immigration policy.

• LD:  Immigration is a human right.

• Economics/Enterprise
• Politics
• Culture
• Terrorism/crime
• Infectious disease

• History of migration 
across Europe.

• Economic freedom vs. 
welfare states & labor 
regulations.

A Freedom to Move?  
Labor Mobility, and the  
Scope of National Sovereignty
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RESOLVED:  
In matters of 
immigration, 

freedom of 
movement ought 
to be valued over 

national 
sovereignty.

NCFCA: Immigration 
is a human right.

2) The United States 
Federal Government 
should substantially 

increase its 
development 

assistance to one or 
more of the following: 

Honduras, El Salvador, 
Guatemala.

http://economicthinking.org/study-guides/

Related to past debate topic… http://www.economicthinking.org/StudyGuideCubaMexVenez.pdf

In a single generation, between  
1980 and 2007, more than 10 million  
people migrated, legally or illegally,  
from Mexico to the U.S. 
Today there are more than 12 million Mexican-born people in the 
U.S. and millions of American children who are their offspring-- 
amounting to almost 10% of the nation’s population. 
That is exponentially larger than in 1970, when there were less 
than one million Mexican-born people in the country, or 1980, 
when there were two million. The Mexican migration, and the 
similarly large migration of others from the rest of Latin America, 
has in just one generation reshaped the nation. (A Nation Built for 
Immigrants, Wall Street Journal, Sept. 21-22, 2013, C1.) 



Migration, Cities, and  
Economic Prosperity

GUEST

www.freetochoosenetwork.org/programs/globalization/

Economic impact of immigrant 
caravans? Compare to impact 
of babies (4 million per year)

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2018/10/
solution-caravan-crisis-honduras/573832/

At the start of this decade, the Honduran government briefly  
pursued an experiment so bold as to be almost baffling. 
With the help of a cadre of international experts, led by Paul Romer, the 
celebrated economist who was recently awarded the Nobel Memorial 
Prize for his contributions to the study of economic growth, it promised 
to create a new kind of city that would foster opportunity in a stretch of 
the country where there was precious little of it.
Romer had dreamed up this idea of a “charter city” some years before, 
inspired by the case of Hong Kong, which became a magnet for 
impoverished Chinese migrants while still under British rule, and China’s 
“special economic zones,” the most notable of which, Shenzhen…

[Open borders] advocates [call for] nearly 
complete freedom of migration worldwide, 
with rare exceptions for preventing terrorism 
or the spread of contagious disease. 

Borders would still exist in such a world, but 
as jurisdictional boundaries rather than as 
barriers to human movement. …

The open borders position may sound new 
and radical, but it is simply a call for the 
return of lost liberties. 

When the Statue of Liberty was erected in 
1886, most of the world’s borders could be 
freely crossed without passports. 

www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2017-02-28/world-without-borders



• Ending migration controls in this way would increase liberty, 
reduce global poverty, and accelerate economic growth. 

• [and] would challenge the right of governments to regulate 
migration on the arbitrary grounds of sovereignty.  

• Comprehensive restrictions on international movement…
today regard[ed] as a normal and necessary government 
function, are really an innovation of the twentieth century…

• Although the reasons for border control were often explicitly 
racist—such as the national origins quotas of the 1924 
U.S. Immigration Act—the restrictions were also motivated 
by bona fide national security concerns, as well as a desire 
to protect native wages and welfare states from immigrant 
competition and foreign dependents.

www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/world/2017-02-28/world-without-borders

• What if there was a program that would cost nothing, 
improve the lives of millions of people from poorer 
nations, and double world GDP? 

• At least one economist says that increased mobility of 
people is by far the biggest missed opportunity in 
development. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2013/04/if-people-
could-immigrate-anywhere-would-poverty-be-eliminated/275332/

https://www.cgdev.org/publication/9781933286105-let-their-
people-come-breaking-gridlock-global-labor-mobility

Migration Economics 
How Moving Makes Us Richer

• Stories of immigrants who see  
problems and act on opportunities.   
Cheun Yan from China saw lots of paper thrown  
away in the U.S., built Nine Dragons Paper, now  
she is worth $1.6 billion.

• Sergey Brin, son of Russian immigration to Google. 
Similar stories with PayPal, eBay, Sun Microsystems.

• www.renewoureconomy.org

Closed Borders 
The Contemporary Assault on Freedom 
of Movement by Alan Dowty. A Twentieth Century Fund Report; Yale 

University Press, 1987 

• Human history is the history of movement. 

• Migration the principle drivewheel of 
historic change. 

• Migration the means for diffusion of 
ideas, techniques, and cultures, and new 
advances stimulated.

Free Trade & Migration 
“As supporters of free trade argue that the  
flow of goods will regulate itself, so defenders  
of free movement contend that the unhindered 
flow of people will find a natural balance.  p. 58 

“In this view, the accumulation of millions of 
individual decisions will produce a better social 
result than any centralized scheme of control.  

 The movement of people thus serves as a 
‘thermostat’ of the relative pressures and 
opportunities existing in different societies.”



Just a thousand 
years ago... 

Closed Borders 
The Contemporary Assault on 

Freedom of Movement by Alan Dowty. A Twentieth 

Century Fund Report; Yale University Press, 1987 

www.economist.com/europe/2018/12/08/northern-member-states-unite-on-euro-zone-reform

Migrating to Freedom
• Cities gained freedom from local  

princes and became “self-governing,  
self-judging communes...” (p. 109)

• All male residents had right to participate  
in communal assemblies (Germanic custom).

•Migrants to these cities (including  
runaway serfs) were considered free  
after living in the city a year and day.

• “Trade, along with manufacture and the capital to which both 
gave rise, created in the midst of an agrarian society based on 
duties and privileges, oases of liberty based on rights.” (p.111)

End of City Independence
• Modern democracy originated in medieval  

towns, where private property and  
commerce were protected by law the rule.

• Through the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries  
with the rise of nation states (and gunpowder),  
most cities began to lose their autonomy.

• “The sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were an era of 
absolutism which had no tolerance for urban self-rule.” (p. 111)

• “But the ideals the cities had fostered and the institutions they 
had created became an intrinsic part of the Western political 
tradition.” (p. 111)

“If you build it, 
they will 
come.”



www.city-journal.org/charter-cities

www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/video/tv-show/little-europe

https://www.vox.com/a/borders/spain-morocco

https://www.vox.com/a/borders/spain-morocco


