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The Patriot!?

UK release?




https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/
archive/2013/04/a-brief-history-of-
terrorism-in-the-united-states/454713/

¥ 1978-1995 — The Unabomber
Ted Kaczynski, a recluse ideologically
opposed to technological progress, sends |6
bombs through the mail over the course of
two decades.

¥ 1993 — The First World Trade Center
Bombing

¥ There are "homegrown" incidents such as
the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing and

¥ the 1996 Atlanta Olympics bombing, in
which anti-government extremists used
violence to promote their cause.



... Department of Homeland Security
intones, "Today's terrorists can strike at
any place, at any time, and with virtually
any weapon.”

But if it is so easy to pull off an attack and
if terrorists are so demonically competent,
why have they not done it?

Why have they not been sniping at people
in shopping centers, collapsing tunnels,
poisoning the food supply, cutting
electrical lines, derailing trains, blowing
up oil pipelines, causing massive traffic
jams, or exploiting the countless other
vulnerabilities that, according to security
experts, could so easily be exploited?

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/2006-09-01/there-still-terrorist-threat-myth-omnipresent-enemy

@he Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/monkey-cage/wp/
2018/03/23/why-are-americans-still-so-afraid-of-islamic-
terrorism/?utm_term=.48f6bdd3f294



Economics is about Incentives

* Economics is about incentives, information,
markets, and coordination.

* Economics helps us understand companies producing,
trading, competing, and earning profits
(or having losses). But economic principles apply...

* Public Choice economics is the study of politics,
government, and policy. Government incentives?

* What incentives does the federal government have
to engage in pervasive surveillance!?



Surveillance, Terrorism, Privacy

® fear of companies gathering more and more data on
everyday people: Google, Target, insurance companies.

® Fear of terrorists, so surveillance to uncover terrorists plots
before they happen.

® Government/IRS looking for income to tax.
® Party in power looking for donations to opponents.

® fFear of government, and tendency to use surveillance to
weaken political opponents and to cover up government
mistakes.




Federal Surveillance & Terrorism

o First federal government surveillance policy?

® Federal surveillance and war.

® The modern era: World War |
(transforms U.S. policies).

® World War Il, Korean War,Vietnam, Cold War.
® Beirut, Oklahoma City, 9/1 | and U.S. Middle East policy.

The Alien and Sedition Acts

® The Alien and Sedition Acts were four bills passed in
1 798 by theFederadlists in the 5th United States Congress during
an undeclared naval war with France...

® They were signed into law by President John Adams. Proponents
claimed the acts were designed to protect the United States from
alien citizens of enemy powers and to prevent seditious attacks
from weakening the government.

® The Democratic-Republicans [called them] unconstitutional and
designed to stifle criticism of the administration...

® Maijor political issue in the elections of 1798 and 1800.

www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wikil 00k/docs/Alien_and_Sedition_Acts.html




www.independent.org/newsroom/article.asp?id=101

® |arge-scale spying on
Americans got its real
start in 1917, when
the United States
entered World War |.

® President Wilson
claimed ... Germany
had “filled our
unsuspecting
communities with
hetp://wwwifee orgithe_freeman/detaiy  VICIOUS SPies and
the-dawn-of-the-surveillance-state conspirator s and
sought to corrupt the
opinion of our people
in their own behalf.”



® The next day, Congress gave teeth to his warning
with the Espionage Act, which criminalized
opposition to the war. In 1918, the Sedition Act
made prohibitions on dissent even broader.

® The Bureau of Investigation (later called the
FBI)...creating the American Protective League
(APL)...The APL ... was nominally private, ...1,200
branches put local public schools under
surveillance,

® Most of the surveillance apparatus was
dismantled after the war was over, and
communications returned to private hands.

® However, the Sedition Act, which made it all
possible, still remains on the books, though in
a more limited form.In 1971, it was used to
indict Daniel Ellsberg for leaking the
Pentagon Papers,

® [H]istorian Lon Strauss has written, we can
“see
the foundation that influenced subsequent



